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WOMEN AND DEATH 3
Women’s Representations of  Death in 
German Culture since 1500
Edited by CLARE BIELBY & ANNA RICHARDS

In Western culture, women are often linked with death, perhaps 
because they are traditionally constructed as an unknowable ‘other’. 
The first two Women and Death volumes investigate ideas about 
death and the feminine as represented in German culture since 1500, 
focusing, respectively, on the representation of  women as victims 
and killers and the idea of  the woman warrior, and confirming that 
women who kill or die violent or untimely deaths exercise fascination 
even as they pose a threat. The traditions of  representation traced in 
the first two volumes, however, are largely patriarchal. What happens 
when it is women who produce the representations? Do they debunk 
or reject the dominant discourses of  sexual fascination around 
women and death? Do they replace them with more sober or ‘realistic’ 
representations, with new forms, modes, and language? Or do women 
writers and artists, inescapably bound up in patriarchal tradition, 
reproduce its paradigms? This third volume in the series investigates 
these questions in ten essays written by an international group of  
expert scholars. It will be of  interest to scholars and students of  
German literature and culture, gender studies, and film studies.

Editors: 
CLARE BIELBY is Lecturer in German at the University of  Hull. 
ANNA RICHARDS is Lecturer in German at Birkbeck College, 
University of  London.

Contributors:
JUDITH AIKIN, BARBARA BECKER-CANTARINO, 
JILL BEPLER, STEPHANIE BIRD, ABIGAIL DUNN, 
STEPHANIE HILGER, ELISABETH KRIMMER, 
AINE McMURTRY, SIMON RICHTER, 
HELEN WATANABE-O’KELLY.
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Women and Death
Representations of  Female Victims and 
Perpetrators in German Culture 1500-2000
Edited by Helen Fronius and 
Anna Linton

The theme of  women and 
death is pervasive in the 
German culture of  the past five 
centuries. With the conviction 
that only an interdisciplinary 
approach can explore a 

typology as far-reaching 
and significant as this, 
and in accordance with 
the feminist tenet that 
images are accountable for 

norms, this volume investigates 
how iconic representations of  women and death 
came about and why they endure. Traditionally, 
representations of  women as agents of  death have 
been considered separately from women as victims, as 
though there was no shared thematic ground. Here, 
familiar depictions of  female victims are examined 
alongside the more unsettling spectacle of  women as 
killers, exposing cultural assumptions.  

£40.00 October 2008, 978 1 57113 385 4
26 b/w illus., 280pp, HB
Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture 

WOMEN AND DEATH 2
Warlike Women in the German Literary and 
Cultural Imagination since 1500
Edited by SARAH COLVIN and 
HELEN WATANABE-O’KELLY

Warlike women are a recur-
ring phenomenon in German 
literature and culture since 
1500. Amazons, terrorists, 
warrior women – this volume 
of  essays analyzes ideas and 

portrayals of  these figures 
in the visual arts, society, 
media, and scholarship 
against the backdrop of  
Germany’s development as 

a culture and as a nation. Looking 
for patterns in the historical portrayal of  warlike 
women, the contributors ask what cultural signals 
are sent when women are shown occupying men’s 
spaces, dressing as warriors or as men; what legiti-
mizes the woman who bears arms; where the erotic 
potential of  images linking women and violence is 
derived from; and whether recent feminist thought 
has changed these representations.

£40.00 September 2009, 978 1 57113 400 4
43 b/willus., 328pp, HB
Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture Series
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